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HOSPITALS - OPERATING THEATRE CLOSURES DURING EASTER 2006  

1089. Dr E. Constable to the Minister for Health. 

(1) What is the total number of operating theatres at each of the following hospitals - 

 (a) Royal Perth Hospital; 
 (b) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital; 
 (c) Princess Margaret Hospital for Children; 
 (d) King Edward Memorial Hospital; 
 (e) Fremantle Hospital; 
 (f) Joondalup Health Campus; and 
 (g) Bunbury Health Campus? 

(2) How many of the operating theatres at each of the hospitals referred to in (1) were closed over the 
Easter 2006 period and for how long? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
It is not unusual for theatre activity to be reduced over any extended holiday period such as Easter or Christmas.  
Theatre availability over the Easter weekend is like any other weekend or public holiday.  That is, theatres are 
available and staffed for emergency procedures only.  Easter also often corresponds to the start of the school 
holidays.  Many staff including nurs2es and surgeons take leave over this period.  Therefore, the hospital plans 
each year for a reduction in theatre activity over this period.  The extent of the reduction will vary from year to 
year.  This year activity reduced for the full two weeks of the school holidays.  Therefore, it is possible that not 
all theatres would be utilised 100% over this period. 

This situation has occurred for a number of years and certainly prior to 2001.  A similar situation applies to 
Christmas and New Year Holiday periods. 

Joondalup Health Campus records do not indicate that theatres were not utilised other than in the circumstances 
described above prior to 2001.  The type of public surgery might change according to the type of surgery funded; 
for example, a focus on the longest waiting patients, as happened in the three months to June 1999.  See table 
attached.  [See paper 1576.] 
 


